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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1987 

Council  Offices, 

PoNTELAND, 

Newcastle  upon  1 vnl 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  once  again  my  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district. 

Vital  and  infectious  disease  statistics  are  set  out.  With  the  publication 
of  the  1966  sample  census  an  opportunity  has  been  taken  of  looking  at 
some  aspects  of  population  structure  and  housing. 

I should  like  to  thank  Mr.  Strachan  and  all  the  members  of  the 
Health  Department,  the  Chief  Officers  of  the  Council  and  of  other  bodies, 
other  doctors  in  hospital,  practice  and  local  government  and  many 
individuals  in  the  district,  without  whose  co-operation  little  progress 
would  have  been  made.  Once  again  the  Council’s  interest  in  and  support 
of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  have  been  much  appreciated. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  C.  T.  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  DISTRICT 


Area  in  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population 

Number  of  habitable  houses 

(including  228  not  separately  assessed) 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

Rateable  value 


82,848 

34,820 

10,622 

£5,230 
. . £1,274.545 


CHANGES  IN  POPULATION 


1951 

1956 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1 966 

1 967 


14,570 

17.470 
25,330 
26,590 
28,220 
29,310 
32,040 

33.470 
34,820 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  — 1967 


Total  Live  Births 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Comparability  factor  . . . . 0.88 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Illegitimate  Live  Births.  . 

Illegitimate  live  birth  rate  per  100  live 
births 


Numbers 
M.  F.  Total 

246  209  455 


9 13  22 


Stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  in  first  year)  . . 6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths 


2 3 

2 8 


Nil 


Neonatal  Deaths  (Deaths  in  the  first 

four  weeks)  . . . . . . . . 5 2 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
births 


Perinatal  Deaths  (Deaths  in  first  week 

plus  stillbirths)  . . . . . . . . 6 1 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths 


Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  . . Nil 

Total  Deaths  . . . . . . . . 224  237  461 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

Comparability  factor  . . . . 0.64 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  population 


Fates 


13.07 

11.50 


4.84 


6.55 


17.58 


15  00 


21  83 


13.24 
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Adjusted 

Death 

Rate 

11.0 

11.6 

' 11.1 

8.5 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

29.0 

28.0 

27.3 

21.8 

Neonatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

13.4 

14.1 

11.6 

15.0 

; 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

17.4 

18.5 

18.5 

17.6 

I 

Still- 

birth 

Rate 

15.9 

16.0 

15.9 

6.6 

Illegitimate 

Birth 

Rate 
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1 6 -t 

Adjusted 

Birth 

Rate 

16.2 

15.4 

11.41 

11.5 

1956-60 

1961-65 
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1967 
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rability 

:tors 

Deaths 

1.00 

■ 

1.03 

0.94 

0.64 

Compa 

Fac 

Births 

1.00 

1.00 

0.94 

0.  88 

Death 

Rate 

(Adjusted) 

11.2 

12.0 

11.2 

8.6 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

0.2 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil. 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

25.4 

24.1 

26.3 

21.9 

Neonatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

12.5 

12.5 

15.8 

15.4 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

18.3 

17.6 

19.0 

17.6 

Still 

birth 

Rate 

14.8 

13.9 

11.3 

6.6 

Illegitimate 

birth 

Rate 

8.4 

6.0 

4.6 

4.8 

Birth 

Rate 

(Adjusted) 

17.2 

14.80 

14.0 

11.5 

England  and  Wales 

Northumberland 

Admin.  County 

South  Area  of 
Northumberland 

Castle  Ward  Rural  District 
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CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 

Under 

1—4 

4 weeks 

1 iveek 

weeks 

— 1 year  Total 

Prematurity  . . 

4 

— 

— 4 

Congenital  defects  : 
Meningomyelocele . . 

1 

— 

— 1 

Diaphragmatic  hernia 

1 

— 

— 1 

Fibrocystic  disease  of 
pancreas  . . 

1 

— 

— 1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 1 

7 

— 

1 8 

CAUSES  OF  STILLBIRTHS 

Two  of  the  stillbirths  were  ascribed  to  ante  partuin  haemorrhage. 
The  cause  of  the  third  stillbirth  was  not  known. 


PLACE  OF  DEATH 


a.  Deaths  in  District 

b.  Outward  Transfers 

c.  Remaining  deaths  in 
District  (A — B)  . . 

d.  Inward  Transfers 

e.  Total  deaths  assigned 
district  (C  -f-  D) 


Home 

Hospital 
and  Institution 

Total 

121 

291 

412 

11 

69 

80 

110 

222 

332 

121 

8 

129 

231 

230 

461 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Home 

Hospital  and 
Institution 

Total 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

Cancer 

56 

(24.3) 

7 

(3.0) 

63 

(13.7) 

Cerebro  vascular  disease 
Heart  and  Circulatory 

42 

(18.2) 

107 

(46.5) 

149 

(32.3) 

disease . . 

71 

(30.8) 

83 

(36.1) 

154 

(33.4) 

(Coronary  thrombosis) 

57 

(24.7) 

13 

(5.7) 

70 

(15.2) 

Respiratory  disease 

20 

(8.6) 

1 1 

(4.8) 

31 

(6-7) 

All  other  disease 

32 

(13.9) 

11 

(4.8) 

43 

(9.3) 

Violence  . . 

10 

(4.2) 

11 

(4.8) 

21 

(4.6) 

231 

(100) 

230 

(100) 

461 

(100) 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  AGES  DURING  1967 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


Primary  Site 

Age 

5 + 

15  + 

25  + 

35  + 

45  + 

55  + 

65  + 

75  -[■ 

TOTAL 

Tongue 

Maxilla 

Oesophagus 

Stomach 

Pancreas 

Bile  Duct 

Colon 

Rectum 

Lung 

Kidney 

Bladder 

Prostate 

Testis 

Breast 

Ovary 

Uterus 

Vagina 

Primary  site 
unknown 
Cerebral  tumour 

Multiple 

myeloma 
Sarcoma  of  bone 

Leukaemia 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

M 

M 

F 

F 

F 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

(1) 

1 (1) 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 (1) 

2 (1) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 (1) 

1 — 
(1) 

2 

2 

1 (1) 

1 

1 

1 

(1) 

1 

1 

1 (1) 

3 

1 

1 

4 (1) 

1 

- (1) 

15 

4 

3 

1 (1) 

1 

3 (2) 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

M 

1 



— 

1 

4 

8 

11  (4) 

5 (1) 

30  (5) 

F 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

6 

7 — 

9 (2) 

26  (2) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  deaths  in  hospitals  and  institutions  within  the  district. 


ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS 
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Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  deaths  in  hospitals  and  institutions  within  the  district 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES,  1967 


New 

Cases 

Inward  Transfers 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Age  Periods 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Under  1 

1—4 

1 1 



— — 

— — 

5—14 

15—24 

25—34 

35—44 

45—54 

55—64 

65—74 

75+.. 

1 

— 1 

1 — 

1 — 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

Total  . . 

4 3 

— 1 

2 

1 

13 

TUBERCULOSIS  : Comparison  with  previous  years 


New  Cases 

Inward  Transfers 

Deaths 

Pul.  Non-Pul. 

Pul.  Non-Pul. 

Pul.  Non-Pul. 

Average  1951-55 

i 

7 3 

5 1 

~^3 

Average  1956-60 

7 2 

14  2 

1 

Average  1961-65 

8 2 

12 

1 

1966 

4 2 

17  2 

1 

1967 

7 1 

2 1 

3 

STATEMENT  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1967 


No.  of  cases 
on  Register 
at  beginning 
year 

New 

Notifications 

Inward 

Transfers 

No.  of  cases 
removed 
from  Register 

No.  of  cases 
remaining 
at  end  of 
year 

P.  N.P. 

P.  N.P. 

P.  N.P. 

P.  N.P. 

P.  N.P. 

Males 

Females 

34  20 

29  8 

4 — 

3 1 

2 1 

5 — 

7 

33  20 

27  10 

Total 

63  28 

^ r ' 

7 1 

2 1 

12  — 

60  30 

91 

8 

3 

12 

90 

YEARLY  RETURN  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  - 1967 
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408 

1 

o 

CO 

<N 

M — 

Dec. 

1 1 

- 

CO 

1 1 

Nov. 

1 1 

- 

1 

1 

Oct. 

”illl  i 

Sept. 

I 1 

- 

1 

Aug. 

"-III  1 

- 

1 

1 ! 

June 

* 1 

CM 

<N 

! 1 

May 

- 

- 

1 I 

April 

33 

- 

cc 

1 1 

Mar. 

103 

- 

1 

1 1 

Feb. 

§ 1 1 1 i | 

d 

o3 

►—> 

122 

1 

1 - 

Disease 

Measles  . . 
Whooping 
Cough  . . 
Scarlet 
Fever 

Dysentery 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Salmonella  Infection 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  notified  us  of  3 outbreaks  of  Salmonella 
Infection  among  cattle.  Two  of  these  were  due  to  Salmonella  Dublin 
which  does  not  usually  affect  humans.  The  third  outbreak  was  due  to 
Salmonella  Typhimurium  phage  type  U.163,  and  in  this  instance  the 
farmworker  handling  the  animals  also  became  ill  with  an  infection  due 
to  the  same  organism.  He  was  ill  for  some  time  but  on  recovery  did  not 
continue  to  excrete  the  organism. 

Sonne  Dysentery 

Most  of  the  cases  were  at  a long  stay  hospital  for  the  subnormal. 
Two  students  at  the  Northumberland  College  also  developed  dysentery 
after  having  been  at  a school  in  another  party  of  the  County  where  there 
was  an  outbreak.  The  remaining  cases  were  in  an  isolated  family  outbreak 
at  Hazlerigg. 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


During  1967  the  following  schedule  was  used  for  vaccination  and 


immunisation. 

Age 

Vaccine 

1 

3 months 

Triple  Antigen  (Diphtheria,  Tetanus  ai 
Whooping  Cough)  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

2 

4 months 

Triple  Antigen 

3 

5 months 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

4 

7 months 

Oral  Poliomyelitis 

5 

1 — 2 years 

.Smallpox  Vaccination 

6 

2 years 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

7 

4 — 5 years 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

8 

8 — 10  years 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

9 

10  — 12  years 

B.C.G.  (to  those  negative  to  skin  test) 

The  figures  for  diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  are 
all  very  satisfactory  and  most  eligible  children  had  full  primary  courses 
against  these  diseases.  The  figures  for  reinforcing  doses  are  also  very 
satisfactory.  With  smallpox  the  figures  indicate  that  only  30  — 40°o  of 
the  children  in  the  district  are  being  vaccinated. 


At  the  beginning  of  1968  a new  schedule  was  introduced  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Research  Council.  This 
reduces  the  number  of  booster  doses  given  and  should  be  easier  to  operate. 
During  1968  it  is  hoped  to  commence  vaccination  against  measles. 
The  new  schedule  is  given  below. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


4 months 
6 months 
12  months 
2nd  year 
2nd  year 
4 — 5 years 
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Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 
Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 
Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 
Smallpox 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 


12  years  B.C.G.  (to  those  negative  to  skin  test) 


On  leaving  school  Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 


NUMBERS  IMMUNISED  DURING  1967 


Year  of 

Birth 

Total 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1960- 

63 

1951- 

59 

Diphtheria/Pertussis/ 
Tetanus  primary  course 
(including  a.  small  num- 
ber where  only  diph- 
theria / tetanus  was 
given) 

200 

232 

17 

8 

26 

87 

570 

Tetanus  primary  course 
combined  with  Diph- 
theria reinforcing  dose.  . 

2 

4 

86 

92 

Diphtheria  / Pertussis  / 
Tetanus  reinforcing 
doses 

15 

286 

80 

61 

25 

-167 

Diphtheria  / Tetanus  re- 
inforcing doses  (includ- 
ing a small  number 
where  tetanus  or  diph- 
theria only  was  given)  . . 

18 

12 

517 

473 

1020 

Poliomyelitis  primary 
course 

160 

249 

20 

8 

12 

2 

451 

Poliomyelitis  reinforcing 
doses 

16 

291 

92 

457 

31 

887 

Smallpox  primary  vac- 
cinations . . 

18 

137 

35 

7 

4 

6 

207 

Smallpox  re-vaccination  . . 

— 

1 

3 

— 

6 

12 

22 

B.C.G 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

42 

42 

NEWCASTLE  AIRPORT 


During  1967  only  two  calls  were  received  in  connection  with  public 
health  control  and  the  medical  examination  of  immigrants.  With  the 
opening  of  the  new  terminal  building  a much  larger  and  better  health 
control  unit  came  into  operation.  The  main  use  of  this  unit  however  is  in 
connection  with  casualties.  These  are  either  injuries  to  persons  working 
on  the  airport  or  passengers  becoming  ill  on  flight  or  at  the  airport. 
Arrangements  have  frequently  to  be  made  for  the  conveyance  of  ill  or 
handicapped  persons  to  and  from  aircraft  and  wheelchairs  and  a carrying 
chair  are  kept  especially  for  this  purpose. 

Another  aspect  in  which  the  medical  officer  is  concerned  is  the 
preparation  for  dealing  with  an  emergency.  During  1967  discussions 
were  held  about  this  and  a full  scale  exercise  was  held  in  November. 


a 


NUMBERS  IMMUNISED  DURING  1967 


Year  of 

Birth 

Tot 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1960- 

63 

1951- 

59 

Diphtheria/Pert  ussis/ 
Tetanus  primary  course 
(including  a small  num- 
ber where  only  diph- 
theria / tetanus  was 
given) 

200 

232 

17 

8 

26 

87 

570 

Tetanus  primary  course 
combined  with  Diph- 
theria reinforcing  dose.  . 

2 

4 

86 

92 

Diphtheria  / Pertussis  / 
Tetanus  reinforcing 
doses 

15 

286 

80 

61 

25 

467 

Diphtheria  / Tetanus  re- 
inforcing doses  (includ- 
ing a small  number 
where  tetanus  or  diph- 
theria only  was  given)  . . 

18 

12 

517 

473 

1020 

Poliomyelitis  primary 
course 

160 

249 

20 

8 

12 

2 

451 

Poliomyelitis  reinforcing 
doses 

16 

291 

92 

457 

31 

887 

Smallpox  primary  vac- 
cinations . . 

18 

137 

35 

7 

4 

6 

207 

Smallpox  re-vaccination  . . 

— 

1 

3 

— 

6 

12 

99 

B.C.G. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

42 

42 
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PERCENTAGE  PERSONS  IN  VARIOUS  AGE  GROUPS 


1961 

1966 

England 

England 

Castle  Ward 

& 

Northum- 

Castle 

& 

Northum-  - 

Castle 

less 

Wales 

berland 

Ward 

Wales 

berland 

Ward 

Hospitals 

0 

4 

7.8 

9.4 

9.4 

8.7 

8.2 

8.8 

9.0 

5 - 

14 

15.2 

16.0 

15.4 

14.2 

15.4 

18.7 

19.4 

15 

24 

13.2 

12.7 

11.4 

14.7 

14.3 

12.2 

12.1 

25 

44 

26.2 

26.5 

29.2 

25.2 

24.4 

28.3 

28.9 

45 

64 

25.7 

25.2 

23.9 

24.8 

25.5 

22.8 

22.6 

65 

P 

11.9 

11.2 

10.7 

12.4 

12.2 

9.7 

8.0 

It  would  thus  seem  that  the  district  has  an  excess  of  school  children 
and  their  parents  and  a low  number  of  elderly  people.  Paradoxically,  the 
birth  rate  has  been  consistently  low. 


Castle  Ward 

England 
& Wales 
birth  rate 

Average 
Number  of 
births 

Crude 
birth  rate 

Adjusted 
birth  rate 

1951—55 

214 

14.2 

15.3 

1956—60 

315 

15.9 

16.2 

16.4 

1961—65 

452 

15.9 

15.4 

18.1 

1966 

432 

12.9 

11.4 

17.7 

1967 

455 

13.1 

11.5 

17.2 

Obviously  then  the  main  influx  into  the  district  is  of  families  with 
children.  This  would  apply  particularly  to  Newbiggin  Hall  where  the 
three  bedroomed  houses  would  only  be  allocated  to  families  with  children. 
At  Heddon,  Ponteland  and  North  Gosforth,  the  homes  are  relatively 
large  and  expensive  and  here  again  those  moving  in  are,  in  general, 
established  families. 


The  sample  census  also  groups  males  aged  15  and  over  into  socio- 
economic groups  and  the  percentage  figures  are  given  below. 


Class  1 
Professional 

Class  II 
Managerial 

Class  III 
skilled 
manual, 
and 
clerical 

Class  IV 
semi- 
skilled 

Class  V 
Unskilled 

( )thers 

Northumber- 
land AC  & 
CBs. 

3.9 

9.3 

58.6 

19.1 

9.1 

2.7 

Castle  Ward  . . 

8.4 

17.9 

45.5 

18.1 

6.6 

3.5 

Gosforth 

9.6 

14.9 

59.2 

10.2 

4.8 

1.3 

Newburn 

4.3 

6.7 

60.5 

20.0 

7.8 

0.7 
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HOUSING 


From  census  returns  and  other  sources 
broad  outline  the  housing  position  in  the 
feature  of  housing  in  Castle  Ward,  of  course, 
are  fairly  recent. 


it  is  possible  to  sketch  in 
district.  The  outstanding 
is  that  most  of  the  houses 


1.  Age  and  Ownership  : 

Position  at  December,  1967  : 


Castle 

Ward 

R.D.C. 

Newcastle 

Corporation 

All 

Others 

Total 

0/ 

/o 

England 
& Wales 
% 

Feb.  1967 

Pre  1914 

2369 

2369 

22.3 

38.4 

1914-44 

181 

— 

1214 

1359 

13.2 

27.1 

Post  1944 

1164 

2664 

3030 

6858 

64.5 

34.5 

1345 

2664 

6613 

10622 

100.0 

100.0 

Some  further  information  of  types  of  tenures  is  obtainable  from  the 
1961  and  1966  census  returns. 


2.  Types  of  Tenure  1961  and  1966  : 

Enumerated  Households  : 

1961  1966 


Owner  occupier  . . 

No. 

. . 3320 

0/ 

/o 

45.8 

No. 

4240 

0/ 

/o 

45.2 

Rented  from  Local 
Authority 

. . 2053 

28.4 

3350 

35.7 

Rented  from  private 
sources 

577 

7.9 

620 

6.6 

Other  tenures*  . . 

. . 1293 

17.9 

1170 

12.5 

7243 

100.0 

9380 

100.0 

* Chiefly  houses  held  in  connection  with  a farm  or  business.  The 
majority  of  these  are  owner-occupied. 

Comparisons  can  be  made  with  other  districts  for  1966. 


3.  Types  of  Tenure  (%)  1966  : 
Enumerated  households  : 


Owner 

Rented 

Other 

Occupied 

L.A. 

Other 

Tenures 

England  and  Wales 
Northumberland 

. . 48.7 

26.8 

19.2 

5.3 

AC  & CBs  . . 

. . 34.5 

34.6 

23.6 

7.3 

Castle  Ward 

. . 45.2 

35.8 

6.7 

12.3 

Gosforth 

. . 52.9 

24.7 

18.5 

3.9 

Newburn . . 

..  41.8 

39.2 

12.0 

7.0 

Problems  of  overcrowding  are  met  with  from  time  to  time  although 
much  less  frequently  than  formerly.  The  indications  of  the  1966  census 
are  that  Castle  Ward  is  fairly  well  off  for  space  although  it  has  to  be 
remembered  that  percentage  figures  may  conceal  individual  problems. 


Household  space  — 

persons  per 

room  : 

1966  percentages  : 

Households 

with 

Less 

Over  1| 

1—1* 

*—  1 

than  \ 

per  room 

per  room 

per  room 

per  room 

England  and  Wales 
Northumberland 

3.8 

8.5 

63.4 

24.2 

AC  & CBs 

1.7 

5.3 

62.0 

30.5 

Castle  Ward 

0.5 

4.9 

67.2 

27.4 

Gosforth 

0.1 

2.8 

58.7 

38.4 

Newburn . . 

1.3 

3.7 

67.2 

27.8 

Some  information  is  also  obtained  from  the  census  on  household 
amenities.  Castle  Ward’s  position  is  particularly  good  but  the  main 
factor  here  is  the  large  proportion  of  recent  houses.  If  the  houses  without 
amenities  is  taken  as  a proportion  of  the  pre  1914  houses  then  the 
respective  figures  for  Castle  Ward  and  England  and  Wales  are  37%  and 
approximately  63%. 


5.  Private  households  lacking  amenities,  1966  Percentages  : 

% Households  without  exclusive  % Housenolds 


use  of 

without 

H & C 

Fixed 

Inside 

one  or  more 

W ater 

bath 

W.C. 

of  the 

tap 

amenities 

England  and  Wales 
Northumberland 

. . 16.6 

19.3 

23.9 

27.6 

AC  & CBs  . . 

..  11.2 

16.0 

24.7 

25.9 

Castle  Ward 

3.5 

5.6 

9.0 

9.2 

Gosforth 

4.0 

7.1 

14.8 

15.3 

Newburn . . 

6.4 

11.8 

20.8 

21.7 

These  figures  are  in  broad  agreement  with  those  compiled  by 
Mr.  Strachan. 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 

1967 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1967. 

The  usual  routine  inspections  of  food  stores,  food  preparing 
establishments,  offices,  and  attention  to  complaints  of  defective  housing, 
have  been  adequately  maintained.  The  detailed  particulars  of  this  work 
are  set  out  in  the  report  under  their  respective  headings. 

As  in  previous  years  there  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  number 
of  new  houses  which  in  turn  directly  affects  the  Cleansing  Service.  Over 
the  last  ten  years  4,479  houses  have  been  erected.  The  population  during 
the  same  period  increased  from  18,690  to  34,820. 

A large  percentage  of  these  increases  being  due  to  the  housing 
development  at  Newbiggin  Hall  by  the  Newcastle  Corporation  (Citv 
overspill). 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

The  following  milk  distributors  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

Registered  Distributors 

Messrs.  W.  & J.  Pearson,  2 Grey  Street,  Brunswick  Village. 

E.  & G.  Bell,  12  Grey  Street,  Brunswick  Village. 

Mr.  IT.  J.  Farquhar,  10  Queensway,  Brunton  Park. 

Mr.  H.  Thompson,  Hawthorn  Cottage,  Brunton  Lane. 

Mr.J.  A.  Herron,  16  Woodside,  Darras  Hall. 

Mr.  D.  Cannon,  Breckney  Hill  Farm,  East  Heddon. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Brown,  Ivy  House,  Kenton  Bank  Foot. 

Mrs.  M.  U.  White,  North  Mason  Farm,  Dinnington. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Rutherford,  Hawkwell  Farm,  Stamfordham. 

Mr.  J.  Hudspeth,  North  Brunton  Farm,  North  Gosforth. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Smith,  West  House  Farm,  Stannington. 

Messrs.  Langley  Brothers,  26  Holding,  Station  Road,  Stannington. 
Ashington  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Newcastle  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Throcklev  & District  Co-operative  Societv  Ltd, 
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Samples  of  milk  taken  by  the  County  Health  Inspector  during  the 
year,  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960  and  their 
examination  results  are  as  follows  : — 

Untreated  . . . . . . . . 16 

Pasteurised . . . . . , . . 27 

43 

Of  these,  two  samples  of  ‘ Tuberculin  Tested  ’ and  three  samples  of 
Pasteurised  ’ milk  failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test  ; the 
remainder  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests. 

(b)  FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  179  food  premises  in  the  district  as  follows  — 


Bakers  and  Confectioners 

7 

Butchers 

. . 12 

Canteens  (Industrial) 

5 

Chemists 

6 

Clubs 

. . 10 

Food  Manufacturers 

3 

Fried  and  Wet  Fish  Shops 

2 

Groceries  and  Provisions 

22 

General  Dealers 

. 29 

Greengrocers 

5 

Hospital  and  Institution  Kitchens 

. . 10 

Public  Houses  and  Off-Licences  . . 

. . 36 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack-bars  . . 

. . 12 

School  Kitchens  and  Dining  Rooms 

. . 18 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

179 

Of  these  premises  53  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  following  purposes  : — 

Sale  of  Ice-Cream  . . . . . . 42 

Manufacture  of  Sausage  and  Preserved 
Meats  . . . . . . . . . . 11 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES! 

REGULATIONS,  1966 

Twenty  three  mobile  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year  under 
the  above  regulations. 

Only  in  two  instances  had  notices  to  be  served  for  uncleanliness. 
Unfortunately,  however,  all  but  four  owners  received  notice  in  regard  to 
the  lack  of  hot  water  for  hand  washing,  although  they  had  provided 
other  requisites  in  compliance  with  regulation  16,  namely,  wash-hand 
basin,  soap,  nail  brush  and  clean  towels, 


(c)  ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

Six  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  examination  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory. 

Results  were  as  follows  : — 

Provisional  Grade  1 . . . . 4 


(d)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955  — SAMPLING  OF  FOOD 

The  Northumberland  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  are  responsible  for  sampling  under  this  heading  and  139 
samples  were  taken  in  the  Castle  Ward  area  during  the  year. 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Arlidge, 
Chief  Inspector,  County  Weights  and  Measures  Department  : — 

Particulars  of  samples  taken  in  Castle  Ward  Rural  District  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1967. 


Almond  Marzipan 
Apple  Drink 
Apple  Filling 
Apricot  Nectar 
Aspirin  Tablets 
Baking  Powder 
Beef  Sausages 
Blackcurrant  Drink 
Blanc-mange 
Butter  Mints 
Butter  Osborne  (Cake) 
Butter  Shorties 
Camphorated  Oil 
Canned  New  Potatoes 
Chicken  Curry 
Chicken  Dinner 
Cornflour 
Corn  Oil 
Cranberry  Sauce 
Cream  of  Chicken  Soup 
Curry  with  Chicken 

and  Mushroom 
Custard  Powder 
Dairy  Cream  Meringue 
Dressed  Crab 
Drinking  Chocolate 
English  Clover  Honey 
Essence  of  Anchovy 
Figs  in  Syrup 


Fish  Dressing 
Full  Cream 

Evaporated  Milk 
Ginger  Cordial 
Glucose,  Lemon 

Barley  Sweets 
Ground  Almonds 
Ground  Arrowroot 
Groundnut  Oil 
Health  & Liver  Salt 
Hop  Bitters 
Instant  Coffee 
Instant  Coffee  and 

('hickory 

Instant  Fruit 

Juice  Powder 
Lemon  Flavour 
Liquid  Apples 
Malt  Vinegar 
Margarine 
Meringue  Shells 
Milk 

Milk  Chocolate  Biscuits 
Milk  & Honey  Biscuits 
Milk  Top 

Non -brewed  Condiment 
Nut  and  Spice  Biscuits 
Oatcakes 
Olive  Oil 


Orange  Crush 
Orange  Squash 
Pease  Pudding 
Plum  Jam 
Potato  Crisps 
Pork  Sausages 
Prepared  Blackcurrants 
Quick  Batter  Mix 
Raspberry  Jam 
Rice 

Rice  Cake  (made 

with  butter) 
Salmon  and 

Mayonnaise  Spread 
Salted  Peanuts 
Semolina 
Shandy 

“ Smash  ” (Instant 

Mashed  Potato) 
Soccer  Suckers  (Sweets) 
Soft  Drink  Powder 
Stard  Reduced 

Savoury  Crispbread 
Syrup 
Table  Jelly 
Thyme  and 

Parsley  Stuffing 
White  Pudding 


139 

84 

137 

9 


Included  in  the  above  totals  : — 

6 Milk  samples  taken  at  schools  and 
8 samples  taken  at  a school  canteen. 

Total  number  of  samples  taken 
Total  number  sent  to  Analyst 
Total  number  of  genuine  samples 
Number  of  unsatisfactory  samples 
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PARTICULARS  OF  UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES 

Instant  Fruit  Juice  Powder  — No.  MR.  113 

This  article  which  was  made  in  Japan  was  incorrectly  described  in 
that  it  contained  no  fruit.  Owing  to  the  small  amount  available  the 
sample  was  taken  informally.  A further  sample  taken  formally  when 
supplies  came  to  hand  was  found  to  be  genuine  due  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  meantime  the  manufacturers  had  changed  the  label  to  comply  with 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Rice  Cake  Made  with  Butter  — No.  MR.  67 

Total  fat  in  the  sample  . . . . 19% 

Butterfat  in  fat  . . . . . . 24% 

Butterfat  in  cake  . . . . . . 5% 

The  term  “ made  with  butter  ” implies  that  all  the  fat  in  the  cake 
consists  of  butter. 

The  baker  has  now  stopped  advertising  the  presence  of  butter  in 
this  type  of  cake. 

No  further  action  taken. 


(e)  COMPLAINTS  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955  — SECTION  2 

Five  cases  of  unsound  food  were  reported  to  the  department  during 
the  year.  In  two  instances  legal  proceedings  were  instituted. 

The  first,  concerned  the  purchase  of  a savoury  roll,  which  was  later 
found  to  contain  a piece  of  wire.  The  defendent’s  pleading  guilty  were 
fined  £20  Os.  Od.  and  ordered  to  pay  £ 5 5s.  Od.  Advocates  fees. 

Metal  turnings  in  a salmon  sandwich,  purchased  by  an  employee  on 
business  premises  within  the  district  resulted  in  a catering  company 
being  fined  £\3  Os.  Od.  together  with  £5  5s.  Od.  Advocates  fee.  The 

malfunction  of  a can  opener,  since  replaced,  was  said  to  be  the  cause  of 
the  offence. 

Legal  proceedings  were  terminated  in  one  case  concerning  a packet 
of  crumpets  with  mould  growth  when  it  was  found  that  the  complainant 
was  reluctant  to  give  evidence  in  court. 

Two  cases  where  the  Council  resolved  not  to  take  formal  action, 
involved  a bottle  of  milk  which  was  found  on  emptying  to  contain  a 
calliophora  (blue  bottle  maggot)  and  the  purchase  of  a savourv  square 
with  a wasp  embedded. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1959 
— SECTION  27 

A fine  of  ^40  Os.  pd.  plus  ^4  4s.  Od.  Advocate’s  fee  and  £3  18s.  Od. 
Analyst’s  charges  were  imposed  upon  defendants  at  the  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne  Magistrates’  Court  for  supplying  milk  in  an  unclean  milk  bottle  to  a 
customer  within  the  district.  This  was  the  only  complaint  ot  this  nature 
received  during  the  year 


2/ 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1959  AND 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955  — SECTION  31  CIRCULAR  17/66 

Eighty  four  producer  samples  of  untreated  milk  were  examined  for 
brucella  abortus.  Six  of  these  samples  indicated  a positive  result  on  the 
Ring  Test.  In  respect  of  those  samples  which  showed  a positive  Ring 
Test  result,  the  County  Health  Inspector  for  Northumberland  was 
informed  and  also  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  who  took  appropriate  action. 

(f)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Two  licensed  slaughterhouses  are  situated  within  the  District  and 
are  equipped  so  as  to  conform  with  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958  and 
regulations  made  thereunder  : — 

E.  Lurnley  & Son,  Brewery  Yard,  Stamfordham. 

R.  Manners  & Sons  Ltd.,  Meadowfield,  Ponteland. 

The  premises  at  Ponteland  also  include  a factory  for  the  processing 
of  meat  and  meat  products. 

One  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  at  both 
slaughterhouses.  Slaughtering  can  take  place  on  six  days  of  the  week, 
Sunday  slaughtering  except  under  very  exceptional  circumstances,  has 
been  discontinued. 

The  Northumbrian  Chicken  Company  Ltd.,  also  have  premises  on 
the  Industrial  Estate  at  Meadowfield.  This  continues  to  function 
satisfactorily  and  handles  some  31,000  birds  per  week  and  serves  the 
needs  of  Northumberland,  Durham  and  North  Gosforth  and  has  40 
growers  under  contract,  five  of  whom  are  in  this  district. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1955  (Slaughtermen’s  Licenecs) 

Under  Section  3 of  this  Act,  fourteen  licences  have  been  issued. 


DETAILS  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND  INSPECTED 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Normal  Kill 

6059 

606 

146 

19080 

5657 

! 31548 

I Casualties 

29 

12 

1 

94 

15 

151 

Number  examined 

j 

6088 

618 

147 

19174 

5672 

31699 

! 

CARCASES  CONDEMNED 



WHOLLY  OR  IN  PART  : 

A.  All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

7 

18 

4 

111 

28 

168 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

4523 

502 

— 

2239 

1469 

8733 

B.  Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— * 

18 

LS 

C.  Cysticercosis  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

. . I 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

1 

— 



___ 

DETAILS  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  ORGANS  CONDEMNED 
SURRENDERED  AND  DISPOSED  OF 

For  Tuberculosis 

Pigs 

Heads..  ..  IS 

Bovine 

Carcases  . . 1 


For  Other  Defined  Diseases 


Bovine  : 

Fat  . . 136  stones 


Heads  and 

24 

Tongues 

• 

Hearts . . 

. 26 

Intestines 

7 

Kidneys 

. 45 

Livers  (whole) 

2319 

Abscesses  2,  Actinobacillosis  8,  Actinomycosis 
12,  Lymphadenitis  2. 

Pericarditis  26 

Johnes  Disease  1,  Pentastomes  2,  Peritonitis  4. 

Abscesses  3,  Hydronephrosis  4,  Infarcts  7. 
Johnes  Disease  1,  Nephritis  10,  Oedema  11, 
Pyelonephritis  1,  Retention  Cysts  8. 

Abscesses  175,  Cirrhosis  2061,  Hydatid  Cysts 
4,  Melanosis  1,  Peritonitis  39,  Telangiectasis 
39. 


Livers  (part) 
Lungs  . . 


Spleens 

Beef 


. . 1733  Abscesses  2,  Cirrhosis  1729,  Melanosis  2. 

. . 839  Abscesses  8,  Emphysema  8,  Fascioliasis  393, 
Fluke  Abscesses  32,  Hydatid  Cysts  1,  Ill-bled 
1,  Melanosis  1,  Parasites  3,  Pleurisy  304. 
Pneumonia  88. 

13  Peritonitis  13. 

. . 105  Abscesses  J st.,  Arthritis  38  st.,  Bruising  3£ 
stones  st.,  Malformation  4f  st.,  Ossification  If  st.. 
Peritonitis  \ st.,  Pleurisy  \ st.,  Traumatism 
37  st.,  Traumatism  and  Oedema  18£  st. 


Carcases  . . 29  Acute  Enteritis  and  Oedema  1,  Acute 

(530  stones)  Peritonitis  and  Generalised  Oedema  1. 

Arthritis  1,  Arthritis  & Oedema  2,  Arthritis, 
Peritonitis  and  pleurisy  2,  Emaciation  and 
Oedema  4,  Immaturity  3,  Johnes  Disease  1, 
Malignant  Oedema  1,  Metritis  1,  Moribund  1. 
Peritonitis  2,  Septicaemia  5,  Septic  Arthritis 
1,  Septic  Pneumonia  1,  Septic  Pneumonia  and 
Oedema  1,  Umbilical  Pyaemia  1. 


Sheep  : 

Hearts.  . 8 Pericarditis  8. 
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Ki  dneys 
Livers  . . 


Lungs  . . 
Plucks. . 


1 Nephritis  1. 

. . 1244  Abscesses  3,  Bacterial  Necrosis  2,  Cirrhosis 
845,  Cysticercus  Tennuicollis  59,  Fatty 
Change  3,  Fatty  Degeneration  3,  Fatty 
Infiltration  1,  Fluke  Infestation  148,  Other 
Parasites  172,  Peritonitis  8. 

. . 959  Ill-bled  1,  Muellaris  Capillaris  464,  Other 
Parasites  12,  Pleurisy  38,  Pneumonia  444. 

4 Pericarditis,  Peritonitis  and  Pleurisy  3, 
Septic  Pleurisy  1. 


Mutton..  ..  Abscesses  4,  Arthritis  5,  Bruising  1,  Injun' 

(23  stones)  and  Deformity  2,  Malformation  1 , Pleurisy  3, 
Pneumonia  2,  Traumatism  5. 


Carcases  . . Ill  Acute  Mastitis  1,  Acute  Metritis  and  Pyrexia 
(367  stones)  3,  Arthritis  8,  Bruising  and  Decomposition  1, 
Dead  in  Lairage  2,  Emaciation  and  Oedema 
47,  Emaciation,  Oedema  and  Peritonitis  1, 
Gangrenous  Mastitis  2,  Generalised  Oedema 
11,  Ill-bled  2,  Immaturity  1,  Pregnancy 
Toxaemia  1,  Pyrexia  9,  Pyrexia  and  Ill-bled 
4,  Pyrexia  and  Uraemia  1,  Septicaemia  2, 
Septic  Mastitis  2,  Septic  Metritis  2,  Septic 
Pleurisy  2,  Septic  Pneumonia  8,  Traumatism  1 . 


Pigs  : 


Heads  . . 

. . 15 

Abscesses  5,  Corynebacterium  Equi  5. 
Submaxillary  Abscesses  5. 

Hearts . . 

..  151 

Pericarditis  151. 

Kidneys 

4 

Retention  Cysts  4. 

Livers  . . 

..  303 

Abscesses  1,  Ascaris  Lumbricoides  228, 
Peritonitis  67,  P.eurisy  7. 

Lungs  . . 

. . 964 

Ill-bled  6,  Pleurisy  107,  Pneumonia  851. 

Plucks . . 

. . 24 

Pericarditis,  Peritonitis  and  Pleurisy  24. 

Pork  . . 

34  Abscesses  If,  Arthritis  16|,  Bone  Taint  2|, 
(stones)  Bruising  2,  Injury  1|,  Malformation  4. 
Pleurisy  Traumatism  5f. 

Carcases 

28  Acute  Arthritis  1,  Acute  Fevered  Enteritis 
(217  stones)  and  Ill-bled  1,  Anaemia  1,  Arthritis  1. 

Arthritis  and  Oedema  3,  Bruising  and  Oedema 
1,  Emaciation  and  Oedema  2,  Gangrene  1, 
Generalised  Oedema  3,  Leukaemia  1,  Pelvic 
Abscesses,  Pyaemia  3,  Pyrexia  2,  Septicaemia 
1,  Septic  Peritonitis  3,  Septic  Pleurisy  1, 
Spinal  Abscess  and  Emaciation  1,  Swine 
Erysipelas  1,  Traumatism  1. 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FOOD  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND 
INSPECTED  IN  PAST  EIGHT  YEARS 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964  1965 

1966 

1967 

Cattle(ex. 

cows 

1,129 

1,385 

1,183 

1,091 

5,238  5,807 

5,142 

6,088 

Cows 

317 

318 

332 

269 

956  1,090 

804 

618 

Calves 

256 

358 

351 

417 

277  168 

162 

147 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

5,809 

6,828 

6,048 

6,606 

19,083  14,772 

18,885 

19,174 

Pigs 

1,056 

411 

487 

388 

4,210  6,256 

6,663 

5,672 

8,567 

9,300 

8,401 

8,771 

29,764  28,093 

31,656 

31,699 

PRE-PACKED  AND  TINNED  FOOD 

The  amount  of  pre-packed  and  tinned  food  condemned  for 
decomposition  was  as  follows  : — 

Canned  Meats  . . . . 15  lbs. 

Other  Canned  Foods . . ..  114  lbs. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  cleansing  service  consists  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
domestic  waste  from  over  10,000  houses  situated  within  the  130  square 
miles  of  the  district.  A weekly  service  is  provided  to  every  dwelling 
house,  hospitals,  institutions  and  the  majority  of  business  premises.  A 
nominal  charge  is  made  for  collections  from  the  latter. 

A service  is  also  provided  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  bulky 
household  articles,  i.e.  furniture,  pianos,  washing  machines  etc. 

Commencing  on  the  1st  November  1967,  it  was  resolved  that,  quote 
“ The  Council  undertake  the  collection,  removal  and  disposal  of  all 
domestic  refuse  including  bulky  household  refuse  and  garden  refuse 
without  charge.”  This  new  policy  of  the  Council  coincided  with  the 
publication  of  a report  of  a working  party  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  in  May  1963  with  the  following  terms  of 
reference  quote  “ To  examine  the  facts  of  refuse  collection  ; to  what 
extent  it  is  unsatisfactory,  what  the  difficulties  are,  and  which  methods 
are  proving  most  successful  ; and  to  consider  what  advice  can  be  given 
to  local  authorities  on  how  to  obtain  the  best  results.” 

Among  the  many  recommendations  was  the  one  resolved  by  the 
Council  in  November. 

Street  litter  bins,  numbering  over  80,  are  also  serviced  weekly.  The 
paper  sack  system  of  refuse  collection  is  in  operation  in  112  Council 
houses.  Next  year  it  is  proposed  to  include  a further  132  Council  houses. 
In  this  connection  the  Council  resolved  in  May  1967  quote  ” That  paper 
sacks  be  provided  for  use  instead  of  refuse  bins  to  householders  requesting 
them  and  that  a small  stock  of  sack  holders  be  purchased  for  resale  to 
householders.” 

There  is  no  denying  that  the  paper  sack  system  is  the  most  hygenic 
method  for  the  storage  of  household  waste  in  general  use.  Like  most 
principles  of  procedure  there  are  advantages  and  disadvantages.  To  discuss 
these  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  report.  In  addition  to  the  provision  of 
paper  sacks  for  domestic  refuse,  it  has  been  a practice  for  over  3 years 
to  provide  district  nurses  and  midwives  with  paper  sacks  measuring 
24”  x 11”  for  medical  debris  for  use  by  their  patients. 

During  the  period  under  review  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
removal  of  refuse  from  two  large  undertakings,  namely,  the  Gosforth 
Park  Hotel  and  Newcastle  Air  Port.  The  latter  establishment,  in  line 
with  some  of  the  blocks  of  flats  on  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate,  stores  the 
refuse  in  1^  cubic  yard  cylindrical  containers.  During  the  summer  season 
a seven  day  service  is  provided  for  the  Air  Port.  Special  equipment  is 
provided  on  one  vehicle  to  handle  the  containers. 

Mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  of  regional  refuse  disposal 
and  in  this  connection  the  Council  participated,  along  with  other  local 
authorities  listed  below,  in  examining  the  position  : — 


Novthumbevland  County 

Newcastle 

Tynemouth 

Wallsend 

Whitley  Bay 

Gosforth 

Longbenton 


Durham  County 

Gateshead 
South  Shields 
Sunderland 
J arrow 
Hebburn 
Felling 
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Washington 
Boldon 
Ryton 
Blaydon 
Whickham 

The  Local  Government  Operational  Research  Unit  undertook  a 
survey  and  were  provided  with  certain  detailed  information,  some  of 
which  were  set  out  in  last  year’s  report. 

The  report  of  the  investigation  was  published  in  February  1967, 
and  sets  out  in  great  detail  the  many  aspects  of  the  case. 

It  is  suggested  that  Seaton  Valley  Urban  District  including 
Cramlington  New  Town,  Ryton  Urban  District,  Blaydon  Urban  District, 
Whickham  Urban  District  and  Castle  Ward  Rural  District,  all  areas  in 
which  there  is  still  a certain  amount  of  tipping  space,  should,  for  the 
time  being,  continue  controlled  tipping  as  the  cheapest  method  of  disposal. 
All  other  authorities  to  be  served  by  5 incinerators  or  6 pulverisers. 


Newburn 
Castle  Ward 


SEPTIC  TANK  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

This  is  a service  free  of  charge  to  all  houses  which  are  unable,  for 
various  reasons,  to  use  public  sewers.  The  590  septic  tanks  are  desludged 
every  six  months.  The  same  vehicle  and  equipment  also  provides  a 
service  to  the  Council  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  (see  report  of  Engineer 
and  Surveyor). 

The  occasion  does  arise  on  farm  premises  where  there  is  a septic  tank 
which  deals  exclusively  with  liquid  waste  from  byres,  milking 
establishments  etc.  In  these  instances  the  farm  usually  requests  the 
desludging  of  the  septic  tank  at  the  same  time  as  the  domestic  tank  is 
being  serviced.  In  such  cases  a charge  for  labour  and  running  costs  is  made 


VEHICLES 


The  following  vehicles  are  employed  on  the  service  : — 


CTY  579  Thorneycroft 
FJR  217  Karrier  Bantam 
JNL  952  Shelvoke  & Drcwry 

PNL  140  Karrier  Bantam 
RTY  550  Karrier  Gamecock 

RJR  394  Thames  Trader 

WNL  796  Karrier  Bantam 
YTY  269  Shelvoke  & Drcwry 

YNL71  Weatherill 

CNL  257B  Karrier  Bantam 
ETY  590  C Karrier  Bantam 
JNL  279  D Shelvoke  & Drewry 


1948  12  cu.  yds.  Side  loader.  Petrol  engine 
1953  7 cu  yds.  do.  do. 

1955  18/25  yds.  Rear  loader  fore  and  aft 
tipper.  Diesel  engine. 

1959  7 cu.  yds.  Side  loader.  Diesel  engine 

1960  18/25  yds.  Rear  loader  fore  and  aft 

tipper.  Diesel  engine 
1960  1,000  galls.  Cesspool  emptier. 

Diesel  engine 

1962  10  cu.  yds.  Side  loader.  Diesel  engine 

1963  25  cu.  yds.  Rear  loader  fore  and  aft 

tipper.  Diesel  engine 

1963  Mechamical  Shovel 

Diesel  engine 

1964  10  cu.  yds.  Side  loader,  Diesel  engine 

1965  10  cu.  yds.  Side  loader.  Diesel  engine 

1966  50  cu.  yds.  Rear  loader  Pakamatic. 

Diesel  engine 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


Disposal  points  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Belsay  Quarry. 

2.  Stobhill,  Cheeseburn  Grange. 

3.  Heddon-on-the-Wall. 

4.  Disused  Sewage  Works,  Woolsington. 

5.  Mill  Hill,  Dinnington. 

6.  Old  Gravel  Pit,  Kirkley  West  Thorn. 

7.  Stannington. 

Fortunately  accommodation  for  the  disposal  of  domestic  refuse  is  at 
present  sufficient  to  cope  with  the  quantities  collected.  The  two  most 
used  and  largest  tipping  sites  are  Mill  Hill,  Dinnington,  which  serves 
the  Eastern  and  more  densely  populated  area,  and  Old  Gravel  Pit,  Kirkley 
West  Thorn,  where  refuse  from  Ponteland  district  is  deposited.  The 
former  site  has  an  estimated  ‘ life  ’ of  5 years  and  the  latter  10—15  years. 

A Mechanical  Shovel  is  employed  full  time  for  the  levelling  and 
covering  of  the  refuse. 


CLEANSING  COSTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1967, 


Volume  of  refuse  removed 
Estimated  weight  of  refuse  removed 
Approximate  average  weight  per  house  per  annum 
Average  Volume  per  house  per  annum 
,,  weight  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365  days) 

Total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  (Refuse,  Domestic, 
Trade  & Salvage)  and  operation  of  septic  tank 
emptying  service 

Less  Income  from  salvage,  trade  refuse  and  chargeable 
work 


84,870  cu.  yds. 
10,956  tons 
20.66  cwts. 
8.01  cu.  yds. 
17.32  cwts 


^44,785 

4,314 


Nett  Cleansing  Cost  ..  ..  ..  ^40,471 


Refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  Septic  Tank  Emptying 

cost  per  house  per  annum  . . . . . . . . £3  10  8d. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  cost  per  head  of  population  £1  3 3d. 

Cost  on  Rates  in  the  £ . . . . . . . . . . 7.9d. 


SALVAGE 

Waste  paper  in  the  form  of  newsprint,  cardboard  cartons,  books 
etc.,  continues  to  be  collected  at  the  same  time  as  the  domestic  refuse.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  it  is  not  an  economic  proposition  to  operate  a separate 
collection  in  a rural  district  of  this  size.  Under  these  circumstances  a 
percentage  of  salvageable  paper  is  inevitably  disposed  of  with  the  ordinary 
household  waste.  The  collected  wastepaper  is  deposited  daily  at  the 
Council  Depot  a section  of  which  is  devoted  entirely  to  sorting,  grading 
and  storage.  There  are  three  grades,  namely,  newsprint,  cardboard,  and 
mixed.  Two  electric  driven  “ Crawford  ” 3 H.P.,  Fixed  Box  Baling  Presses 
compress  the  salvage  into  1 — 2 cwt.  weight  bales.  Once  a fortnight  some 
10-11  tons  is  collected  and  transported  by  road  to  paper  mills  in 
Aberdeen, 


Details  of  salvage  disposed  of  : — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Newsprint 

107 

13 

~ 2 

969 

1 

6 

Fibreboard  (Cardboard)  . . 

122 

8 

1 

1,101 

14 

3 

Mixed  Paper 

76 

16 

— 

575 

19 

10 

Rags 

3 

11 

1 

49 

17 

6 

Woollens 

6 

1 

46 

6 

4 

Ferrous  Metal 

4 

9 

1 

26 

15 

6 

Aluminium.. 

1 

2 

5 

2 

10 

£2,774  17  9 


315 


6 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company  is  the  olticial  water 
undertaker  to  the  Council.  Their  water  mains  are  so  situated  to  enable 
any  part  of  the  130  square  miles,  which  comprise  the  district,  to  be 
supplied  with  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water  service. 

It  will  be  appreciated,  however,  that  there  are  a number  of  instances 
where  connection  to  the  Company’s  water  mains  would  be  an  expensive 
project.  There  are  still  therefore  a number  of  properties  which  continue 
to  rely  on  their  own  supply. 

The  houses  in  the  villages  of  Capheaton  and  Belsay  continue  to 
receive  their  water  supply  from  privately  owned  water  mains.  The  water 
is  obtained  from  a spring  and  a borehole.  In  the  course  of  time  these 
privately  owned  water  mains  will  become  corroded  and  the  stage  will  be 
reached  when  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  (a)  their  renewal, 
or  (b)  connection  to  the  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company’s  mains. 
In  all  probability  the  latter  will  be  the  least  expensive. 

During  the  year  a number  of  samples  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  obtained,  the  results  of  which  are  set  out  below. 

Where  the  water  is  found  to  fall  into  the  suspicious  or  unsatisfactory 
category,  appropriate  action  is  taken,  and  in  such  cases  the  consumers 
are  advised  to  boil  all  drinking  water  prior  to  the  works  necessary  to 
restore  the  supply  to  a wholesome  condition. 


No.  of  Samples 

Probable  numbers  per  100  ml. 

Coliform  bacilli 

Bact.  coli  (type  I) 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

5 

5 

1 

8 

8 

1 

13 

Nil 

1 

13 

13 

2 

25 

25 

2 

35 

Nil 

1 

160 

Nil 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  M.  J.  Lowther,  B.Sc.,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.W.E., 
Engineer,  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company  for  the  following 
information  : — 

“ A total  of  1053  works  control  samples  from  the  Whittle  Dene  and 
Henderson  Filters  were  examined  in  the  Company’s  laboratory  during 
the  year,  and  of  these,  three  were  of  “ unsatisfactory  ” quality,  three 
were  “ satisfactory  ” and  the  remainder  “ excellent.” 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  222  samples  of  water  from  the 
Warkworth  Filter  Plant  were  examined,  378  from  special  fixed  sampling 
points  and  1 18  from  random  points  in  the  area,  all  of  which  were 
" excellent  ” with  the  exception  of  one  which  was  classified  “ satisfactory.” 
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The  results  of  samples  taken  from  various  points 
Ward  Area  were  as  follows  : — 


Source  of  Supply 
Moot  Law  Reservoir 
Harlow  Hill  Reservoir 
Fenham  Reservoir 
Whalton  Reservoir 
Coquet  Water  Board  (Stannington) 


No.  of  Samples 

4 
8 
14 
4 
4 


within  the  Castle 

Classification 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 


The  following  new  water  pipes  were  laid  in  Castle  Ward  Rural 
District  during  the  year  : — 

Belsay  Parish  62  lin.  yards  of  2”  diameter  pipes. 

238  lin.  yards  of  3”  diameter  pipes. 

Brunswick  Parish  179  lin.  yards  of  3”  diameter  pipes. 

75  lin.  yards  of  4”  diameter  pipes. 

Ponteland  Parish  1,558  lin.  yards  of  3”  diameter  pipes. 

1,728  lin.  yards  of  4”  diameter  pipes. 

Woolsington  Parish  526  lin.  yards  of  3”  diameter  pipes. 

1,900  lin.  yards  of  4”  diameter  pipes. 

270  lin.  yards  of  6”  diameter  pipes. 


The  following  premises  were  connected  during  the  year  : — 


OPEN  SUPPLY 

Nature  of 

No.  of 

Address 

Supply 

Branches 

Toll,  Eachwick,  Stamfordham 

House 

1 

“ Hawkwell  ”,  Stamfordham 

House 

1 

Black  Heddon  Hall 

House 

1 

25  connections  Wallridge  Village  . . 

Houses 

25 

METER  SUPPLY 

Nature  of 

No.  oj 

A ddress 

Supply 

Branches 

Howey,  West  Farm,  Kirkheaton 

Farm 

1 

Smith  Gore,  South  Bradford  Farm,  Capheaton 

Farm 

l 

M.  R.  S.  Gibb,  Eachwick  Red  House  Farm, 

Dalton 

Farm 

1 

M R.  S Gibb,  South  House  Farm,  Dalton  . 

Farm 

l 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


Under  this  Act  a Local  Authority  is  responsible  for  ensuring  that 
their  district  is  kept  free  from  rat  and  mice  infestations  and  the  Council 
employ  a full-time  rodent  operator  for  this  purpose.  Infestations  in 
connection  with  dwellinghouses  are  dealt  with  free  of  charge,  a policy 
which  has  materially  assisted  in  keeping  down  rodent  population. 

New  building  works  continue  to  be  the  commonest  sites  of  infestation 
and  a considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  at  Newbiggin 
Hall  estate,  generally  in  houses  prior  to  occupation.  Regular  treatment  of 
Council  sewers  is  carried  out  and  they  are  usually  found  to  be  free  from 
infestation. 

Area  Liaison  Committee  meetings  are  held  regularly  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  when  an 
opportunity  is  given  to  discuss  problems  with  officers  of  neighbouring 
authorities. 

Charges  are  made  for  the  treatment  of  business  premises  and 
.£165  Os.  Od.  was  received  in  this  connection  during  the  year. 


T ype  of 

Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  the  district 

10,371 

461 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 

notification . . 

265 

24 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

200 

16 

(ii)  Mice 

45 

10 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for 
rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification  . . 

285 

24 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

264 

18 

(ii)  Mice 

24 

12 

HOUSING 


The  activities  of  this  council  in  regard  to  substandard  housing  in 
recent  years,  have  been  concentrated  on  the  improvement  of  dwellings, 
rather  than  their  demolition  or  prohibition  for  human  habitation.  In 
the  latter  cases,  dwellings  not  demolished,  were,  if  otherwise  suitable, 
taking  account  of  their  stability  and  siting,  were  allowed  for  other 
purposes,  as  for  example  agricultural  use.  By  far  the  greater  majority  of 
substandard  dwellings  have  been  dealt  with  in  one  of  these  ways. 

Where  however,  houses  are  structurally  sound,  and  lend  themselves 
to  modernisation,  every  encouragement  to  do  so  has  been  given.  It  is  for 
this  reason  the  Discretionary  Improvement  Grant  has  been  available  to 
property  owners  within  the  district  since  its  introduction  in  1949. 

Since  this  time,  and  together  with  the  standard  grant  initiated  in 
1959,  514  dwellings  in  the  district  have  been  improved.  In  all  cases,  a 
reasonably  high  standard  has  been  set,  extending  the  life  of  these 
dwellings  far  in  excess  of  the  minimum  period  of  fifteen  years  laid  down 
by  the  Ministry. 

It  is  now  that  we  can  see  the  picture  almost  complete,  where  all  but 
a very  small  minority  of  the  rural  community  enjoy  the  more  comfortable 
living  conditions  afforded  by  the  provision  of  modern  facilities  made 
possible  by  a net  work  of  essential  services  including  water  supply, 
drainage  and  electricity  laid  down  throughout  the  130  square  miles  of 
rural  area. 

The  cumbersome  procedure  of  compulsory  improvement  of  dwellings 
under  the  Housing  Act  1964  would  in  no  way  quicken  the  improvement 
of  the  few  remaining  properties  scattered  throughout  the  district,  and 
built  individually  or  in  pairs.  This  was  found  to  be  the  position,  when  a 
special  survey  for  this  puipose  was  carried  out  at  the  early  part  of  the 
year.  Owners,  in  several  instances,  were  approached  informally  with  the 
result  that  five  more  properties  were  improved  with  the  assistance  of  the 
standard  grant. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  are  prepared  to 
accept  from  councils,  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  a council  house 
although  all  basic  facilities  are  already  in  existence.  There  are  instances 
where  bathrooms  open  off  kitchens.  In  cases  of  this  sort,  they  are  prepared 
to  give  financial  assistance  for  the  re-siting  of  the  bathroom,  to  say,  the 
small  bedroom  on  the  first  floor. 

Whilst  this  excercise  is  admirable  in  its  way,  I submit  that  it  is 
hardly  consistent  with  the  application  of  grant  work  to  houses  other 
than  those  owned  by  a local  authority. 

The  problems  of  housing  will  always  remain  and  with  it,  naturally, 
will  be  the  need  for  a continual  survey  of  all  properties  with  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  those  dwellings  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
As  the  standards  are  raised  in  future  years,  and  there  is  evidence  towards 
this  happening,  so  will  be  the  need  for  more  action  to  maintain  this 
higher  standard  generally  throughout  the  district. 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949.  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENT  ACT,  1954. 
RENT  ACT,  1957.  HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958. 
(SECTIONS  30—33).  HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959. 

During  the  year,  six  dwellings  were  improved  with  grant  assistance. 
These  works  included  in  each  case  the  installation  of  a bathroom,  hot 
and  cold  water  supply,  inside  w.c.  and  drainage  system.  Where  it  was 
necessary,  natural  lighting  was  also  improved. 

The  average  cost  per  house  of  carrying  out  improvement  works  as 
distinct  from  items  of  repair  amounted  to  £386  Os.  Od. 

The  total  number  of  houses  improved  under  this  scheme  is  466. 

Discretionary  Standard 
Grants  Grants 


(a) 

Applications  submitted  to  local 

authority  during  year  . . . . . . 22 

8 

(b) 

Applications  rejected  . . . . . . — 

— 

(c) 

Applications  withdrawn 

— 

(d) 

Applications  approved  . . . . . . 22 

8 

(e) 

Total  number  of  properties  improved 
in  the  area  since  inception  of  scheme.  . 466 

48 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

Under  the  Standard  Grant  scheme,  the  maximum  grant  available 
for  the  installation  of  five  amenities,  namely,  hot  water  system,  W.C., 
bath,  wash-hand  basin,  and  food  store  is  ^155. 

In  certain  defined  circumstances  where  additional  works  are 
necessary  to  provide  a bathroom  by  building  a new  extension,  installing  a 
septic  tank  where  main  drainage  is  not  available,  or  bringing  a piped 
water  supply  into  a dwelling  for  the  first  time,  the  grant  may  be  increased 
to  50%  of  the  cost  up  to  a maximum  of  ^350. 

During  the  year  5 Standard  Grants  were  completed,  bringing  the 
total  number  to  48. 

HOUSING  CONSOLIDATION  REGULATIONS  1925/32 

1.  No.  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

2.  No.  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  by  informal 

action  . . . . . . • • • ■ • • • • . . 88 

3.  No.  of  representations  made  to  the  Council  with  a view  to  : — 

(a)  service  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works’.  . 

(b)  Making  demolition  or  closing  orders 

4.  No.  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works  . . 88 

5.  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  . . 

6.  No.  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made 

7.  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 
accepted  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

8.  No.  of  houses  demolished  . . . . . . . . . . 1 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  volumetric  gauge  continues  to  work  satisfactorily  and  below  is 
reproduced  a table  showing  the  monthly  maximum,  minimum  and 
average  concentrations  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  during  1967.  On 
the  opposite  page  a comparative  table  of  monthly  averages  of  sulphur 
dioxide  and  smoke  concentrations  has  been  compiled  with  the  kindly 
assistance  of  the  Health  and  Social  Services  Department  of  Newcastle 
Corporation  and  the  Health  Department  of  Newburn  Urban  District 
Council.  From  the  figures  supplied  in  this  table  it  can  easily  be  recognised 
that  the  atmospheric  pollution  in  Castle  Ward  is  considerably  less  than 
that  in  the  surrounding  districts.  However,  it  is  significant  that  the 
most  favourable  figures  after  Ponteland  are  those  supplied  by  Blakelaw 
Clinic  gauge  which  is  situated  in  a smoke  control  area.  Whilst  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  place  complete  reliance  on  figures  derived  over  a short 
period  of  time,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  these  reductions  are  a direct 
result  of  the  operation  of  smoke  control.  Such  control  is  beneficial  to  a 
healthy  environment. 


SMOKE  AND  SO2  AVERAGES 
(Microgrammes/cubic  metre) 
PONTELAND 


Smoke 

S.O.2 

Date 

Max. 

Min. 

Averages 

Max. 

Min. 

Averages 

1967 

January 

164 

15 

70.2 

50 

6 

25.8 

February 

1 44 

8 

39.1 

48 

6 

20.0 

March 

45 

3 

20.5 

24 

5 

13.8 

April 

116 

6 

31.5 

31 

6 

14.3 

May 

96 

2 

46.8 

42 

6 

27.0 

June 

68 

6 

21.5 

42 

12 

23.1 

July 

44 

4 

16.1 

56 

18 

32.0 

August 

102 

6 

27.5 

67 

12 

43.1 

September 

92 

2 

33.7 

72 

24 

45.4 

October 

74 

9 

24.6 

50 

12 

32.6 

November 

182 

6 

53.0 

47 

5 

28.7 

December 

98 

11 

30.3 

55 

6 

37.3 

42 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

The  total  number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
126,  an  increase  of  12  on  last  year’s  figures.  Of  this  total,  14  premises 
were  registered  during  the  year.  The  number  of  registered  premises 
receiving  a general  inspection  during  the  course  of  the  year  was  126. 


Number  and  Type  of  Premises  Registered  : 


Class  of 
Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  insp- 
ected during  year 

Offices 

7 

34 

34 

Retail  Shops 
Wholesale  Shops 

7 

69 

69 

and  Wharehouses 
Catering  Establish- 
ments and 

1 

1 

Canteens 

Fuel  Storage 

— 

22 

22 

Depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

14 

126 

126 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  : 


Class  of 

Work  Place 

Number  of 
Persons  Employed 

Offices 

285 

Retail  Shops  . . 

281 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 

1 

Catering  Establishments 

175 

Canteens . . 



Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

Total 

742 

Total  Males 

312 

Total  Females 

430 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  exemptions  in 
respect  of  space,  temperature,  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities.  The  number  of  exemptions  current  at  the  end  of  the  year 
remained  at  nil. 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  1967,  and  the  number  of 
informal  notices  served  was  two. 

The  small  number  of  contraventions  found  during  the  course  of  the 
year  is  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  office  accommodation  and  shop 
premises  throughout  the  District  are  of  modern  design  and  recent 
construction. 
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ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT  1963 

One  licence  was  issued  to  keep  a Boarding  Establishment  for  Animals 
during  the  year. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT  1894 
GAME  ACT  1831  (LICENCE  TO  DEAL  IN  GAME) 

One  game  dealer’s  licence  was  issued  during  the  year.  This  allows  the 
holder  to  buy  game  from  any  person  so  authorised  and  to  sell  it  from 
their  own  property  within  the  district. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT  1964 

No  applications  were  received  in  respect  of  the  above  Act  during 
the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1961 

There  are  78  factories  in  the  district.  The  following  tables  show  the 
number  of  inspections  and  defects  found  during  the  period  under  review 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions i,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

13 

13 

(II)  Factories  not  included 
in  (I)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

65 

74 

(III)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  Premises) 

Total  . . 

78 

87 

— 

— 

DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Cases 

in  which  Defects  were  found 

1 

Particulars 

Refe 

;rred 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
pro- 

secutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Re- 

medied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— - 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsu  itable  or  defective 

8 

8 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

- . . 

■ 

- 

. 

1 

Total 

10 

10 

— 

1 1 

— 

The  following  report  has  been  provided  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
Mr.  G.  E.  Dimmack,  C.Eng.,  N.I.Mun.E.,  M.l.P.H.E.  : — 

SEWERAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

1.  STANNINGTON  STATION  ROAD 

The  decline  in  the  pig  population  resulting  from  the  closing  of  the 
Land  Settlement  Association’s  Smallholdings  has  reduced  the  B.O.D.  of 
the  influent  reaching  these  treatment  works.  Consequently  the  need  to 
enlarge  the  works  for  the  treatment  of  animal  wastes  has  somewhat 
subsided. 

2.  MATFEN 

Some  progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  survey  and 
preparation  of  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  a new  sewage  treatment 
works  and  separate  foul  sewerage  system  for  this  Village. 

3.  ADOPTION  OF  SEWERAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

During  the  year  newly  constructed  foul  and  surface  water  sewerage 
systems  serving  residential  development  at  Darras  Hall,  Ponteland. 
Hazlerigg,  Heddon-on-the-Wall  and  Whorlton  Grange  Estate  were 
adopted  for  maintenance  at  the  public  expense  as  part  of  the  public 
drainage  system. 


4.  At  the  31st  December,  1967, 
Treatment  Works,  as  follows 

the 

Council  controlled  23  Sewage 

1. 

Belsay 

13. 

Milbourne  (Hall  Farm! 

2. 

Berwick  Hill 

14. 

Milbourne  (Village) 

3. 

Capheaton 

15‘ 

Ogle 

4. 

Dalton 

16. 

Ponteland  (Collingwood 

5. 

Fenwick 

17. 

Ryal  Cottages) 

6. 

Harlow  Hill 

18. 

Stamfordham 

7. 

Heddon  Hall 

19. 

Stannington  Station  Road 

8. 

Heddon-on-the-Wall 

20. 

Stannington  Village 

9. 

Ingoe 

21. 

Stannington — Netherton 

10. 

Kirkheaton 

22. 

Wallridge  Training  School 

11. 

12. 

Matfen  (Standing  Stone) 
Milbourne  (Belsay  Road) 

23. 

Whalton 

together  with  8 pumping  stations  through  which  sewage  is  passed  to 
either  the  Seaton  Burn  Valley  Joint  Sewerage  Board  or  to  the  Ouseburn 
Sewer  of  the  Newcastle  Corporation. 

The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  mileage  of  the  various 
foul  and  surface  water  sewers  and  pumping  mains  that  are  maintained 
by  the  Rural  District  Council 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1961 

There  are  78  factories  in  the  district.  The  following  tables  show  the 
number  of  inspections  and  defects  found  during  the  period  under  review 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions i,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

13 

13 

(II)  Factories  not  included 
in  (I)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

65 

74 

(III)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  Premises) 

Total  . . 

78 

87 

— 

— 

DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Refe 

:rred 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
pro- 
secutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Re- 

medied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— • 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  U nsu  itable  or  defective 

8 

8 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

10 

10 

— 

1 1 

— 

48 


5.  DISPOSAL  OF  SEWAGE  TO  NEIGHBOURING  AUTHORITIES 

(a)  Gosforth  Urban  District  Council 

866  Houses  at  Brunton  Park  and  Melton  Park  discharge  sewage  to  <\ 
sewer  belonging  to  the  Gosforth  U.D.C. 

(b)  Seaton  Burn  Valley  Joint  Sewerage  Board 

The  total  number  of  premises  now  draining  to  the  East  and  West 
Pumping  Stations  at  Dinnington  and  from  Hazlerigg  and  Brunswick 
Village,  to  the  Longbenton  U.D.C.  Sewer  at  Seaton  Burn  School 
was  1,271  at  the  31st  December,  1967. 

(c)  Newburn  Urban  District  Council 

The  total  number  of  properties  now  connected  to  this  Authority's 
sewer  is  45.  ’ 

(d)  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

(i)  Brunton  Park 

419  Houses  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  Ouseburn  Sewer. 

(ii)  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate 

1965  Houses  and  Flats  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  Ouseburn 
Sewer  via  the  Council’s  Trunk  Sewer  from  Brunton  Bridge  to 
Point  ‘ Z ’ at  Fawdon. 

(iii)  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate  ( Phase  1 A) 

905  Houses  and  Flats  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  Black  Swine 
Sewer  at  Denton  Burn.  These  are  mainly  properties  built  by 
the  Newcastle  Corporation. 

(iv)  Whorlton  Grange  Estate 

272  Houses,  7 Factories  and  1 Service  Station,  discharge  by 
gravity  to  the  Ouseburn  Sewer  via  the  Council’s  Trunk  Sewer 
at  Brunton  Bridge. 

(v)  Ponteland,  D arras  Hall,  Woolsington  Main  Drainage 

Sewage  discharges  by  gravity  and  pumping  to  the  head  of  the 
Corporation’s  Ouseburn  Sewer,  the  present  average  rate  of 
flow  being  approximately  1.5  million  gallons  per  day. 

6.  GENERAL  REMARKS.  All  of  the  Rural  District  is  now  reasonably 
well  served  with  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  facilities  with  the  exception 
of  Matfen  where  there  is  an  existing  combined  drainage  system,  but  the 
treatment  arrangements  are  primitive. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED— PRIVY  CONVERSIONS 

There  have  been  5 conversions  of  privies  to  the  water  carriage 
system  at  the  undermentioned  premises  carried  out  as  part  of  the 
improvement  works  under  the  Housing  Acts  1949/64  : — 

Well  House,  Belsay. 

Belsay  Dene  House. 

1 and  2 Shotton  Edge  Cottages,  Stannington. 

Bays  Leap  Lodge,  Heddon-on-the-Wall. 

ERIC  WILLIAM  STRACHAN, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspectoi 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
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